
How Development Frameworks for onshore 
wind farms can support a Just Transition

Brendan Turvey

All energy 2023



• What is a Development Framework ?

• Why do we need them ?

• What are the benefits for communities ?

• Where can I get one ?!?

Outline



• Typically used for new settlements or regeneration projects

• A Framework to guide development, not a masterplan

• Co designed between communities, developers and agencies / 
planning authorities

• Place based approach – reflecting local priorities and needs

What is a Development Framework ?





Who is involved ?



The Development Framework – key aims

1. Support the efficient delivery of the renewable energy potential of the 

cluster, taking account of all appropriate technologies and the optimisation, 

extension and repowering of existing wind farms 

2. Maximise the social, economic and environment benefits of renewable 

energy development within the cluster 

3. Support the Just Transition to a low carbon future through a place-based 

approach 

4. Minimise adverse impacts of development on the environment and local 

communities 

5.   Deliver investment in nature to enhance climate change and biodiversity 

resilience 







The journey towards certainty

No plan….
Masterplan

Development Framework –
V1

No certainty Absolute certainty











• c£5 million in investment per annum

• Potential to leverage additional public and private funding

• Long term vision for investment

• Resource – new economic development officer in post

• Streamlined engagement with developers

• Opportunities for shared ownership and other models

The benefits for communities



• Visibility of development pipeline for supply chain

• Potential for colocation of other technologies

• Opportunity to attract new businesses: servicing, manufacturing

• Scope for investment through REF in jobs, skills and facilities

• Infrastructure – eg Conexus business park

The benefits for the local economy



www.thehagshawenergycluster.co.uk

info@thehagshawenergycluster.co.uk

http://www.thehagshawenergycluster.co.uk/
mailto:info@thehagshawenergycluster.co.uk


• The Hagshaw model is available to replicate

• Limited resource in NatureScot and agencies to facilitate

• But – these projects can be self financing through:

- Developer contributions

- Community benefit funds

- Community renewal funds and other sources

If you want one – contact me at brendan.turvey@nature.scot

Where can I get one ?
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