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Many actors……..

• Scottish Executive
• NGO – i.e. Communities Scotland, SNH, Historic Scotland
• Pressure Groups
• Users and the community
• Constructors
• Manufacturers
• Institutions
• Trade Associations
• Unions
• UK Government…..
• EU



Legislation and Policy Drivers

• Energy White Paper – 60% CO2 reduction by 2050
• Better Building Summit – Code for Sustainable Homes (CSH)
• Egan Review of Skills – Academy for Sustainable 

Communities
• EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive (EPBD)
• Updates to Section 6 / Part L
• Sustainable and Secure Buildings Act
• Planning – NPPG6 Renewable Energy  - 10% requirement?
• DTI’s  - Microgeneraton Strategy



What’s happening?

• Planning Instruments

– The Highland Council – Designing for 
Sustainability in the Highlands, 
Development Plan Policy Guidance

– Edinburgh, Ayrshire and Dundee all 
following suit.

– CNPA / LLTTNPA – Sustainable 
Design Guidance

• London Boroughs “10% Renewables”
Planning Targets

• Amendments to NPPG6 and PAN 45
• ODPM review of Local Plans



Drivers for Change
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EU Energy Performance of Buildings Directive

Implemented from Jan 2006
• All Existing buildings over 

50m2

• New builds over 1,000m2

• Major refurbishment
Requires
• Compliance with energy 

targets / preset standards
• Independent assessment
• Public display of 

certification
• Boiler & AC inspection 

regimes



EU EPBD Energy Certification 

BRE have produced a National Calculation Method 
model.

• SBEM - Simplified Building Energy Model
• the web site is : http://www.ncm.bre.co.uk

The Next major revision to 
Building Regs or Standards
is May 2007. 



What’s happening?

March 06 - public consultation on 
extending certain Standards, due 
into force in May 2007 

March 06 - SBSA report “Low and Zero 
Carbon Technologies”

• Existing and proposed measures to promote 
the use of LZCT in new buildings 

• Regulatory standards and guidance 
• Conditions of public funding and guidance 

Contact:-
Dr Linda Sheridan & Gavin Peart

Scottish Building Standards Agency

Building (Scotland) Act 2003 led the UK by introduc ing powers to 
make building regulations to further the “achieveme nt of 
sustainable development”



Building Regulations
Energy Consumption and Conservation

England and Wales
• 2004  - Part L

• 2005 - Review and consultation
Sept  - Draft AD’s Issued

• Jan 06 - EU EPBD – effective

• April 06 Part L rev implemented.
– +25% increase U-values
– Must use Cond boilers
– Prevalence of renewable energy
– Whole building Energy target
– Calculation tool

• 2007 - Part L update, EPBD
– May introduce mandatory 10% 

renewables ?

Scotland
• 2004  - Part J Technical Standards

• Spring 05 - Section 6 ‘Energy’
SBSA, Livingston

• Jan 06 - EU EPBD – effective

Consultation, 
observation

• 2007 - Parity ?





Code for Sustainable Homes - What is it?

• Single Code with clear minimum standards for key resource efficiency 
(energy, water, waste and use of materials). 

• Plus optional Liveability elements, (Lifetime Homes, Security, Soundproofing, 
Private External space, Daylighting, Home User Guide).

• Five performance levels from basic “one star” up to carbon neutral “five star”
• Scoring minimum of 30, up to a level of 100
• Must do criteria augmented by optional “tradeable” elements

• Manifesto Commitment - from April 2006 all new homes receiving central 
funding will meet the new CSB. 

• Will balance aspects of sustainability (environmental, social and economic)?. 
• No plans for “Non-Domestic CSB”….and…
• Only in England!

• What happened to the “National” commitment?



CSH Guiding Principles

• Outcome Focus - not prescriptive 

• Build on existing relevant practicable guidance 

• Clear simple and precise compliance criteria 

• Verification process reasonable and worthwhile 

• Consumer friendly - layman’s terms. 

• Progressive convergence with EcoHomes



CSH – Format?
Core Building Modules -
• Energy Efficiency
• Water Efficiency
• Surface Water Management
• Site Waste Management
• Household Waste Management 
• Use of Materials 

In addition, tradeable elements:
• Lifetime Homes
• Daylighting
• Soundproofing
• External Space
• Security
• Home User Guide



CSH - Relevance to Scotland?

• Choosing our Future – Scotland’s Sustainable 
Development Strategy, December 2005.

• Scotland could be even more progressive!
– Land Use & Ecology
– Transportation
– Management
– Health & Wellbeing
– Microgeneration Targets
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