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Introduction – talk outline

• Analysis of wind sector in Scotland
• s36 Tracker: research results
• Conclusions
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What is Scottish Renewables?

• Stand D1
• Member-led trade association 
• Over 180 members
• NGOs, public bodies, communities & 

commercial 
• Sectors - wind, marine, hydro, bio-energy 

and microgeneration
• Providing information to members
• Raising awareness among decision-makers
• Creating viable and sustainable markets for 

renewable technologies
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Wind farm development in Scotland
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Scenario E: 30% build rate, Beauly – Denny upgrade
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Scenario F: 30% build rate, no Beauly – Denny upgrad e
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Scenario G: 30% build rate, Beauly – Denny upgrade b y 
2011
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Scenario X: 20% build rate, no upgrade, difficult 
planning policy
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s36 Research: The Tracker

Figure Two: s36 Projects Plotted Against 
Determination Periods  
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Research: Wind Sector Conclusions

• Significant development activity
• Onshore wind should deliver 18% of 

Scotland’s annual electricity needs by 
2010 and 24% by 2020

• This does not include power for export
Scottish Renewables publication: 

Delivering a New Generation of Energy: Route Map to  Scotland’s Renewable 
Future

Projects onshore wind generates 6.4TWh in 2010 and 9.4TWh in 2020
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Research: s36 Conclusions
• Average s36 determination times are likely to lengthen

• Large wind farms are complicated projects but the industry feels the process 
is a little bureaucratic and complicated

• The 20% of issues that cause 80% of the problems need to be identified and 
resolved (possible list):

– Peat Slide Risk Assessment, Birds (Surveying & Collision Risk Modelling), 
Cumulative Impact, Scoping…get this right at the beginning

– Statutory Consultees may have objections they need resolved, but the wind farm 
proposals are unlikely to be core to their activity and they have no 
deadlines…delay

– Resourcing – there is a heavy workload for case officers and Local Authorities

– Judicial Review…imposes caution
– Get an experienced planner in place…be proactive in driving determinations

– Identify areas that developers could help with
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