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• Scottish Climate Change Programme.

• Securing a Renewable Future: Scotland’s Renewable E nergy.

• Focus on renewable electricity generation. 

– 18% by 2010 rising to 40% by 2020

• Renewable Obligation Order for Scotland.

• FREDS: Forum for Renewable Energy in Scotland.

• Proposed Renewable Transport Fuel Obligation

• EU Biomass Action Plan (Published on 7/12/05)

• EU Strategy for Biofuels (Published on 8/2/06)

• Proposed renewable heat strategy & national biomass  action plan
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FCS with other partners such as HIE, Scottish Enter prise & the Scottish 

Executive are  working on delivering key recommenda tions such as:

• establishing a biomass energy network;

• appointing wood fuel information officers 

• developing wood fuel clusters (Kintyre, Islay, Mull , Ardnamurchan, 

Badenoch & Strathspey, Lochaber & the Black Isle)   

• working on waste definition issues;

• reviewing wood fuel resource estimates

• creating a one stop shop wood fuel website: www.use woodfuel.co.uk

Related Policy Drivers - Green Jobs Strategy, rural development, fuel 
poverty, energy efficiency, business growth



0

2,500,000

5,000,000

7,500,000

10,000,000

12,500,000

15,000,000

17,500,000

2002-
2006

2007-
2011

2012-
2016

2017-
2021

2022-
2026

2027-
2031

2032-
2036

2037-
2041

2042-
2046

2047-
2051

2052-
2056

2057-
2061

2062-
2066

Period

A
ve

ra
ge

 A
nn

ua
l S

ta
nd

in
g 

V
ol

um
e 

(m
3 

o.
b.

)

TDC 7-14CM TDC 14-16CM

TDC 16-18CM TDC TO 18CM



Background - Woody biomass in 
Scotland

• Wood availability in Scotland is set to increase ov er the next 15-20 

years & most of this increase will be private secto r production.

• The total production from Scotland’s forest is now estimated to be 

around 6 million cubic metres of timber per annum

• Scotland’s future sustainable production is likely to be in the 

region of 8-9 million cubic metres per annum

• Many forests are in rural areas, remote from indust rial markets 

and mains gas & thus using woodfuel can contribute di rectly to 

rural development and alleviating fuel poverty.



Biomass contribution to the Scottish 
Climate Change Programme

• Estimate that biomass use will increase to 750k gree n tonnes 

per annum by 2010 rising to 1 million green tonnes by 2020.

• Propose to grow more short rotation coppice

• Propose to increase use of wood for heat 

All of the above 3 measures are expected to remove a considerable 

& increasing amount of carbon  from now until 2020.
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SCALE PROJECT TYPE

large, > 1MW ·  power generation, CHP

local, small-
medium
scale

·  community projects –
community halls, swimming
pools, etc.

·  SMEs – hotels, nursing
homes, offices, estates

·  domestic – district heating

domestic ·  individual woodfuel boilers /
stoves

LOGS CHIPS PELLETS
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SCALE LOGISITICS FUEL QUALITY

large, > 1MW ·  ‘000s tonnes
·  bulk delivery

low grade, wet chips
pellets (co-firing)

local, small-
medium
scale

·  100s tonnes
·  variable storage

facilities / delivery

variable
chips / pellets

domestic ·  ~10 tonnes
·  delivery network / retail

outlets

high grade
pellets / logs
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Photos courtesy of Highland Wood 
Energy

Woodfuel supply

Logistics & distribution

SUPPLY 
INFRASTRUCTURE

Pricing

Quality control

Service & maintenance

Project design & installation

CUSTOMER 
AWARENESS
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� wood chip boiler

� district heating scheme

� wood chip suppliers

� CHP

projects in development are 
indicated in blue

Some Woodfuel 
Clusters in Scotland



Energy Projects in Planning – Summary
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FCS Woodfuel Project Officers

Highlands & Islands: Rebecca Carr
rebecca.carr@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

East of Scotland: Dan Gates
dan.gates@forestry.gsi.gov.uk

Central Scotland: Trevor Blackburn
trevor.blackburn@forestry.gsi.gov.uk


