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� Make the UK world-class in all areas of science, engineering 
and technology

� Translate the new knowledge generated more effectively into 
innovation

� Improve the prosperity and quality of life of the UK

� Make the UK the location of choice for R&D and high value-
added business.

Research Councils are required to achieve two main outputs – a 
healthy science and engineering base and better exploitation.

The Ten Year Framework

The Government 10-Year Science and Innovation Investment 
Framework aims to increase the overall levels of investment in 
research and development to 2.5% of GDP by 2014. Its 
objectives are to:



Energy - Funding Context

� The Office of Science & Innovation has challenged the 
Research Councils to increase expenditure on energy 
research from £40M in 2005-06 to £70M by 2007-8.

� EPSRC will be coordinating the Research Councils’ Energy 
Programme on behalf of Research Councils UK.

� The Research Councils will continue to work in partnership 
with other funding organisations (e.g. Carbon Trust, DTI, and 
Industry) and are keen to expand our collaborative activities.



Energy Programme Objectives
� To support a full spectrum of energy research to help the UK 

meet the objectives and targets set out in the 2003 
Energy White Paper.

� To work in partnership with others to contribute to the research 
and postgraduate training needs of energy-related business and 
other key stakeholders.

� To increase the international visibility and level of international 
collaboration within the UK energy research portfolio.

� To expand the UK university research capacity in energy-
related areas.



Biomass and Bioenergy

BIOSYS



UK Sustainable Hydrogen Energy Consortium



Marine Energy

Photovoltaic Materials 
for the
21st Century



Future Network 
Technologies

Conventional Power Plant
Lifetime Extension



UK Energy Research Centre



• We invest mainly through Universities, in partnership where 
appropriate with other funders and stakeholders.

• We manage our investment to make sure that the money is 
used as effectively as possible to give the UK the highest 
quality research and postgraduate training.

Better exploitation …



Better exploitation …

• Value of portfolio: £82m (250 active grants)
• Over £7M of direct cash support involved 218 

companies
• Example of collaborating companies

– Rolls Royce
– Shell
– Alstom Power
– RWE Innogy
…..



Better exploitation …

• EPSRC stand at All Energy 2006 – Industrial CASE 
award competition
• £60k towards postgraduate studentship
• Industry contribution: 1/3rd minimum

Criteria
• Potential impact of the project
• Suitability for PhD training
• Potential for publicity



Better exploitation …

• Strategic Partnerships

• We have a flexible approach, and our only constraints are 
that we:
� publicise our involvement, 
� invest mainly in universities,
� use independent expert guidance to help us make 

investment decisions and 
� do not enter into exclusive agreements.



UK Research Energy 
Summits


