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Some facts

l MOD has received confirmed no concerns with 2112 pre-
planning wind energy consultations since 1996

l Say 20GW

l Since July 1996 c. 475 wind farms working, being built, 
consented, or “in planning” (BWEA website)

l What happened to the rest?



What we do now

l Pre-planning process agreed with DTI and CAA (and with 

support of BWEA)

l Accepted as “best practice”

l Consultation proforma available on BWEA website

l Expecting well over 1000 this year (!?)

l Every proposal gets full MOD assessment

l Inefficient

l Relatively slow

l Not focussed on the proposals which have the best chance 

of being consented and built



Risks and issues

l No compulsion to use pre-planning process

l Differences between planning guidance across UK (to 

developers, planning officers, and councillors)

l Years from pre-planning consultation to planning 

application

l Developers not telling us about changes

l Developers often not adequately addressing MOD 

(particularly radar) concerns

l Often incomplete awareness/understanding among 

planning officers and councillors

l We provide a free service



What do we need to do?

l Make sure we see everything

l Make MOD wind energy safeguarding a statutory process

l Need clear safeguarding criteria

l Need agreed, quantitative, qualitative standards / requirements

l Be (even more) accessible, better understood, and quicker

l Make better use of IT

l Focus on the “right” proposals 

l Discussing with DCLG, DTI, SE, and WAG

l Letter to all Chief Planning Officers to remind them of the 

issues, risks, concerns etc….particularly the 2 year limit



What are we aiming for?

l MOD Safeguarding web site

l Clear guidance

l Supporting information (trial reports etc.)

l Easily available

l Safeguarding criteria

l Initial assessment tool for developers/landowners

l Will cover all forms of safeguarding not just wind energy

l Statutory safeguarding maps

l We will cover our costs



Air traffic control radar

• “Clatter” trial 2006 tested the ADT’s and SPE-3000’s ability to 

support an air traffic radar service near/above wind turbines 

• Four wind farms (P&L, Cefn Croes, Bryn Titli, and Carno) 

• A range of aircraft

• Both reduced the effects of wind turbines

• Neither suitable for the safe control of aircraft near/above 

turbines

• Both appear to have potential for further development

• MOD ready to work with any industry partner to find a way 

forward



Eskdalemuir

• Research proved turbines of current design are a 

problem

• First MOD statutory wind energy safeguarding area

• No turbines closer than 10km to the array

• Seismic noise “budget” set for 10-50km zone

• Approx. 1.6 GW given MOD “approval”

• Budget is very close to being used up



Low Flying

• Not a safety issue

• UK Low Flying system

• 14 Low Flying Areas

• 8 Dedicated User Areas

• 3 Tactical Training Areas

l Mid Wales

l Scottish Borders

l North West Scotland

l Electronic Warfare Tactics Range (EWTR) Spadeadam

• Fixed wing fly down to 250ft in UKLFS

• Operational Low Flying = 100ft




