
Renewable or Sustainable
Technology Investment?

Jeremy Leggett - CEO Solarcentury
Stuart Deed - Head of Business Partnering SSE



Opportunity: rapid growth in the solar market
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CIS tower, ManchesterPerthshire HA

We target both the residential and commercial / industrial sectors
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Residential products



Industrial products



Why does it make sense for SC?
We look for the following in a catapult or investment partner:

• Ability to get solar to scale
– 7.5 m customers in a market facing seismic change
– A start via partnership in the Low Carbon Building Programme

• Complementarity
– Our product innovation vs SEC contracting ambitions

• Respect for our values and working principles
– We aim to build a smart, green, brand based on these
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Why does it make sense for SC?
We look for the following in a catapult or investment partner:

• Ability to get solar to scale
– 7.5 m customers in a market facing seismic change
– A start via partnership in the Low Carbon Building Programme

• Complementarity
– Our product innovation vs SEC contracting ambitions

• Respect for our values and working principles
– We aim to build a smart, green, brand based on these

• Appreciation of our purpose
– To make a big difference in the fight against global warming



Why does it make sense for SSE?

• There is customer demand & a supportive infrastructure
• Climate change is becoming increasingly important
• SSE has a history in the renewable sustainable sector
• Doing it ourselves may take time & miss the ‘window’
• We need partners that are focussed & ‘fleet of foot’

• Mitigates risk & encourages entrepreneurial spirit



The Investment Committee 
• This is business as usual 
• Are we looking for quick payback?
• To deliver the right solutions we need a mix of options
• Invest now to secure the future
• Opportunity for LT enhanced growth
• Potential to fulfil future customer requirements



SSE Ventures

• Looking to invest in related sectors  
• Not just equity but in partnership
• Allocation of appropriate expertise
• Work together to identify problems and provide solutions 
• Develop joint business plans and LT strategy
• But always focussed on creating a profitable business



A Route to Market

• By the investee business in conjunction with SSE
– Hydro / Southern Electric Contracting
– SSE Generation
– Wires
– Telecoms

• Other partners 
– Investee companies
– Service / Materials providers



The Long Term Outlook

• Appropriate expertise allocated to developing strategies 
• Delivering new technologies or services
• Focussed on customer requirements
• That address the LT term issues associated with Climate 

Change
• By adopting a long term attitude toward the survival of 

the business will provide a long term solution to our own 
survival.



Questions


