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THE COMPANY

• Active in UK, ROI, USA, China, Canada &  
Portugal

• Core focus on the development, construction and 
operation of renewable projects. 

• £billions will be invested in renewable projects by 
Airtricity in the next 5 years

• 375 employees in the Airtricity group
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Europe’s energy challenge 

• Energy requirements are rising

• Preventing runaway climate change a necessity

• Increasing competition for primary energy sources

• Oil & gas production declining in EU

• Retaining competitiveness in energy costs and security



Europe’s Energy Solution

• No single answer but
• Imperative for greater energy 

efficiency and conservation
• Primary energy sources that are 

secure, sustainable, clean and 
competitive

• Common action from the 
European states required acting 
in unison in the global economy

• Greater push to the creation of 
the internal market

• Our vision is based on a primary 
energy source that is European, 
secure, clean and fuel cost-free



Europe’s wind resource

• Richest resource in the world

• Sufficient to provide all of EU’s

electricity requirements

• Technically efficient and 

commercial competitive to exploit

• Predictable fuel cost

• Clean

Full Load 
Hours/Year



Supergrid – Macro benefits

• Facilitation of a large, 
sustainable, clean, secure, 
competitive source of 
energy

• Aggregation and smoothing 
of output (“the wind is 
always blowing 
somewhere”)

• Creation of single electricity 
market in Europe
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Study conclusions

• Technically feasible

• Very cost competitive (even without benefit of 
interconnection)

• The Supergrid is an answer to Europe’s energy 
needs

• Foundation project 10GW – proving ground for the 
concept, technologies and market structures



Location of Supergrid



Offshore grids – not new!



European Offshore Supergrid



Project Benefits

• It will deliver electricity that is clean, sustainable, secure, reliable 
and cost competitive

• It will make a significant contribution to the reduction of harmful 
greenhouse gas emissions

• The output can be sold to a number of national markets
• Will connect geographically dispersed regions and smooth the 

variations in weather across Europe
• Can be used to increase trading in all forms of power
• It will have a capacity utilisation rate in excess of 70%
• Can help deliver a single electricity market for the EU.



Support is required for this project to progress.

� Government support and agreement

� European Union.

� Consortium of progressive companies is required to develop, 

finance and build the project.  Airtricity will lead this consortium.

� It is possible but there needs to be joined up thinking and political 

support throughout Europe



Hopefully an end to this
• “Sea ice in the Arctic is declining at a rate of 

nine percent per decade”
“the rate of warming in the Arctic over the last 

20 years is eight times the rate for pre industrial 
era”


